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Glenwood Elementary School – PTO Meeting – Sept. 15, 2010
· The meeting opened at 7:10 pm

· Staff present:  Mr. Gasbarro, Mrs. Dennis, Mrs. Atlas, Ms. Joslyn

· Treasurer’s Report:  The difference between this year’s report and last year’s report is the Principal’s Discretionary Fund.  The PTO is not accountable for this account this year.  A motion to accept the report was made by Dawn Beando and seconded by Sheri McNamara.

· Membership Update:  Peggy Czech provided the membership update for Lynn Wiinika.  To date there are 35 families signed up and $705 member fee received. Last year 89 families were members with $2095 collected.  There was some discussion about the different membership letters sent home to families by the 3 Rutland schools.
· Business:

· Mini Grants:  

1. Mrs. Dennis requested $200 for playground equipment (i.e., balls, bubbles, jump ropes, nerf) to be available to students at recess time.  These items will be purchased at Walmart or Target.  A motion to give Mrs. Dennis $200 for playground equipment was made by Amy Sinkewich and seconded by Jill Graham.
2. Mrs. Atlas requested $374.40 for the purchase of maps.  The 5th grade teachers would like to provide each 5th grade student with 4 blank maps to locate places, cultures of famous people, etc.  Sheri McNamara made a motion to approve up to $400 for the purchase of the maps and Chris Dinsdale seconded the motion.
· Simco:  

· There are 2 parents interested in the vacant SIMCO positions
· There are 3 tearchers interested in joining

· Past Events:  

· The Teacher’s Breakfast was excellent! 

· Fall Field Day was a huge success!  Greta Gridley received a big Thank You for her hard work! 

· Upcoming Events:
· Ice Cream Social and Vendor Show taking place Thursday, Sept. 16th.
· Curriculum Night will be held Sept. 28-30th.  The PTO will have a table set up during each grade’s curriculum night.

· Fall Hayride will be held at 6:00 on Oct. 22 with a rain date of Oct. 29.  This is in lieu of Fall Festival.  A tractor will pull a wagon around the school.  Junior National Honor Society members will be dressing up in non-scary costumes.  There is potential story telling on the ride.  A cake walk and a best carved pumpkin contest were also discussed.
· A Food Drive is going to take place in November.  Paula Stidsen from the Rutland Food Pantry will speak with students in their individual pods on Friday, Nov. 5th.

· Upcoming Assemblies:

· An enrichment program by the Museum of Science will be held Oct. 25-29 with event times to be determined.  The event will be held in the gymnasium.

· The Brain Show will be held on Nov. 1st in the gymnasium with times to be determined.  Cabot Cheese will hand out cheese samples, coupons and is also giving the PTO a blow-up cow to raffle off.

· Big Y points:  Mr. Lague purchased microscopes, magnifying glasses, kits and more to start a Science lab using the points collected from the Big Y points.  Big Y offers this program to schools every 2 years therefore it is not being offered to Glenwood this year or next.

· Information about the Price Chopper and Stop ‘n Shop programs will be sent home in future communication envelopes 

· Box Tops:  Box Tops collected at the end of the school year were shared with Naquag for grades K-2.  The total dollar amount counted for grades 3-5 was $321.40.  The Summer Challenge collection took place on Monday, Sept. 13th.  Almost every class submitted Box Tops!  The winning family and classroom will be announced within 2 weeks.
· My Coke Rewards is a new program being introduced to the PTO.  Coke Rewards points can be found inside bottle caps and on the inside of a 12 pack package.  The points can be added to a school id number.  The points can be used to purchase Physical Education or Art products.  The PTO is seeking a person to volunteer as Coordinator of this program.
· Capri Sun juice pouches are going to be collected again this school year.  Mrs. Dumas has offered to coordinate this.  Last year the school earned $314.38 from this program.
· PATHS (Parents and Teachers Helping Students) will be coordinated by Greta Gridley again this year.  Greta will provide a form to each teacher to fill out.  The teacher will indicate when they need help.  Greta will also send home a form to parents in the communication envelopes going home on Friday, Sept. 17th.  On the form the parents are able to check off their interest of help (i.e., reading or math), grade of interest & time available.
· Committee Chairpersons:  A list of all activities with committee chairpersons was distributed to all parents that attended the PTO meeting.

· Fundraisers:

· Magazine Drive:  The kick off will be held on Oct. 6th.  There will be 3 collections (Oct. 6th, Oct. 13th and Oct. 20th).  An option for families to make a donation to the PTO instead of participating in the magazine drive will be an option this year.  Roxanne Sutherland is chairing this fundraiser.
· Mrs. Dumas’ 4th grade class is going to coordinate and run the Plant Sale:  Suellen Dumas’ 4th grade class is going to chair the event.

· In Art Class during the weeks of Sept. 20 & 27 the students will be working on a Square One Art project.  Lynn Thomas is the chairperson.  Each student will receive a sheet of “squickers” (stickers) of their art work.  A “squicker” from each student will be added to one or two frames per grade to be displayer throughout the school.  The “squickers” are free to the school so every student will be represented.

· Four Corners Night:  This is an all day event held on Saturday, Sept. 25.  The owner of Four Corners will allow us to set out coupons for customers to take a few days before the event.  The restaurant will honor anyone who brings a coupon with them.  The restaurant will donate a percentage of sales to the PTO.

· Papa Gino’s Nights:  These will take place on the 3rd Thursday of each month beginning in October from 4:00-9:00.

· Tavern Night: To Be Announced

· Holiday Shop: This will be run like the Book Fair.  It will be similar to a dollar store for the kids to come in with money and buy things for their siblings, parents, grandparents, etc.  It will be held in the old 5th grade pod.

· Meteorologist visit:  Todd Gutner, channel 4 meteorologist is scheduled to visit the school on Oct. 13th from 1:00-2:00.  This event is for the whole school.  Since it will take place during the 5th grade recess, Mr. G. has approved the 5th grade going to recess after the event, at 2:00.

· Yo-Yo Sale:  On Jan. 26th (10:00-11:45) all studenta will be going to the presentation of The Ned Show.  This is a show dealing with self-esteem and bullying.  The PTO has agreed to sell Yo-Yo’s for 3 days (Jan. 27-31).  By doing this, the PTO is reducing the cost of the show.  
· Rutland Sharks Night Out:  The Worcester Sharks contacted Marcia Wozniak about having a Rutland night at a Sharks game.  The date of the game is Nov. 13th at 7:00 pm.  The Central Tree Chorus will be singing God Bless America.  They will be holding “Chuck-a-Puck” as a fundraiser for all 3 Rutland schools.  Proceeds from this will be divided evenly between the schools.  An Uno’s fundraiser was mentioned for the same night.  Uno’s will donate a percentage of their sales (based on total food sales) to the PTO.  There is an Uno’s restaurant located right next to the DCU Center.

· Principal’s Report: 

· MCAS scores were available to the public on Sept. 14th.  Reports for all MA schools can be viewed on the DESE website.  Mr. Gasbarro explained the important aspects of the report.  There is something new being sent home to parents this year.  A report charting each child and their growth per year will be accompanying the school’s MCAS report.  Grade 3 is their initial test (benchmark test) and future tests will show growth from that year.
· Mr. Gasbarro is going to urge parents and faculty to get more involved politically.  The school’s budget is contingent on parents’ vote at town meetings.

· Future suggestions:

· Father – Daughter dance:  A parent suggested a father-daughter dance to the board.  A preliminary date of Feb. 11th (Friday before Valentine’s Day) was decided.  A chairperson is needed for this event.
· Mother – Son basketball game: After discussion about the above mentioned dance, a parent mentioned a mother-son basketball game.  This will be discussed in more detail at the next PTO meeting.

· Next meeting:  Oct. 20, 2010 at 7:00 pm in the Art Room.

· Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted by:

JoAnne Bedard

Glenwood PTO Secretary
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